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The Relationship of the Reformation to the Religious Immigration to North America
The history of reformation in North America has been studied exhaustively over the centuries, modern scholars associates the religious tumult with the rise of Protestantism to raising education levels in Europe, growing statism, urbanizations, industrialization, entrepreneurship, the spread of formalized legal norms and greater gender equality. The spread of Reformation has also been linked to pogroms and witch trials, anti-Semitism, higher incidences of suicide, and ominously. In the recent past, Reformation has been associated with a shift in resources away from religious education and church construction, towards militarism, palaces and legal education. Many scholars credit Reformation in the history including Martin Lither himself.  Thesis: This discussion will explain the relationship of the Reformation to the Religious immigration to North America (Foner, 2008).
America encountered waves of immigration in the colonial period, at the beginning of the 19th century. Some immigrants came to the United States to seek for better economic opportunities and others including the Pilgrims had an objective to seek religious freedom. In history, America is a country of people who migrate from other countries, beginning with the people who originally moved from Asia to settle in America. The original Europeans who were controlled by the French and the Spanish had started establishing a settlement, which later became the United States. By 1607, the English had a permanent settlement in the place currently known as America. Some settlers wanted to have freedom while practicing their faith, later Pilgrims fled religious mistreatment in Europe and came to a place currently known as Plymouth and together they formed a colony.  A while later other groups who were also searching for the freedom to practice their faith followed them leading to the establishment the Bay colony. Many migrated to America in search of better economic chances but since the prices of passage were steep, some Europeans became indentured servants. Other groups found themselves in America without their knowledge during colonization such as slaves who originated in the Western part of Africa. The Relationship of the Reformation to the Religious immigration to North America is seen in the religious transformation due to immigration (Ahlstrom, 2004).
The Protestant Reformation took place during 16th century involving, political, religion, and cultural upheavals that splintered Catholic Church setting in beliefs that define the current days. Reformers from the northern and the central such as Martin Luther questioned the Catholic Churches capability of defining Christian’s practices. They disagreed with how politically and religiously power was redistribution into the Bible. There were wars, persecution and counter-reformations, Catholics delayed but forceful response to the Protestants (Chaves, 2001).  
The longevity of the Protestantism was essentially assured when the settlement of the United States was well underway. Early American majority settlers were religious dissidents advocating for reformation: Puritans and the separatist wanted a more radical reformation of the Church of England, French Huguenots fleeing the France oppressive catholic regime, or the follows of Jan Huss fleeing Bohemia and Moravia. It is possible to map out the various reformations in the United States, based on the detailed U.S. research of 2010 viewing where every reformation church belongs. It is argued that there are six main reformation churches globally; Hussites, Waldensians, Lutherans, Anglicans, Reformed and the Anabaptists. It is clear that there is the geographical footprint of Reformation in the United States. It is possible to trace back the culture especially the religion of the Americans. Casually looking at the map loosely correlates with a variety of things; Northern European ancestry, areas with more economic mobility and stable environments, the rust belts, the farm belts and others (Duderija, 2007).
With no doubts majority of readers can think of many other things that map well onto a map of reformation in the United States. The Reformation churches are now on the decline, the reformation in America occurred during the 1960s all the churches have experienced the rise and the downfall this decline affected even the formerly resilient groups. In the 19th century, the Reformation churches were devoid of spiritual teaching and morally corrupt such that other preachers came to continue the work Martin Luther had begun (Joppke, 1999).   
The Reformed Protestants religiously formed the United States as a country and were later joined by a substantial number of immigrants Roman Catholics, Lutherans, and Jews. Martin Ruther roles in this pluralistic and religiously varied society have been changing over time depending on the context of those has written about him. Other Protestants noted Martin Luther for his stance against the medieval western church that reflected their own anti-Roman Catholic position. Roman Catholic in America saw Martin Luther as the source of the splintering of the true church and the writer of all that was religiously problematic (Miller, 1988).  
To begin with, it is essential to address American Evangelicalism in the Twentieth Century ideologies as well as understanding how Christianity socialized with the terms of activities of the ecumenical and evangelical movement. Additionally, to explain how Christianity interacted with the activities of politics, religious and the global aspect of Christianity. Back in 1942, a group of leaders came together and formed a movement of National Association of Evangelicals. It was an organization consisting of members from all denominations and churches; it was meant to commit to helping the purpose of the organization and to affirm the doctrinal statements. Coming into the twentieth century’s, and putting more emphasis on ideologies and how it has influenced Christianity in the ecumenical and evangelical movements. This century showed Christianity with dizzying political and cultural challenges. The articulate Christianity in the former missions and dissatisfactions by the American evangelicals formed new movements. The turmoil of this century showed a trying time for Christianity. Because of the global spread, Christians were present in all zones considered conflict zones by then. There were two forms of world war the Korean and the Vietnamese, Africa, and the Middle East governments took power and enforced secular cultures in the historical areas of the Eastern churches and in China. Christians had a rough time to redefine their morals and their ideologies to respond to these upheavals (Minkenberg, 2007).
From the beginning of the Christian spiritualism in America to the spread worldwide and other forms of spiritual movements are as old as the man himself. From History, humans have been conscious of the existence of the spirit or sometime regarding it as the power greater than their own which they feel a bond. In many different cultures, evidence of communication with God exists. The Native Americans had their own medicine men; the Greek consulted the oracles, the Romans, Assyrians, and the Egyptians practiced divinations to obtain help from the gods. Modern spiritualism is considered from the events that took place in New York, USA, in 1834, where two sisters established communication with a spiritual entity responsible for noisy knocking in their homes. The event that aroused curiosity and publicity resulting to many investigations by intellectuals and prominent scientists in both Britain and America. Within a short time, there were many societies of spiritualists formed in Britain and America. Originally, a central body did not structure Britain movement but later there arose the need to unite the many scattered churches and societies into associations to win religious recognition and liberty of worship for the followers.  The Federation of spiritualist was formed in 1890, and the union of National Spiritualist was formed. It points out seven principles that became the basis and the definition of the religious and the religious philosophy of the Spiritualist National Union. The objectives of the Union are to enhance the advancement and diffusion of Knowledge of the religious and the religious philosophy of spiritualism. Spiritualism is a religion of growth and is still in the expansion (Minkenberg, 2007).
Pentecostalism has resulted to be an increasingly prominent feature of American’s political and religious landscape. Its growth has been particularly dramatic since colonization; the movement has increased in number with over 890 million people being its followers. Although the expansion of the Pentecostalism has affected almost the whole North America, its extent of growth differs across the region. There are several factors that have promoted the dramatic growth of the Pentecostal church in America including; Democratization, Top-down mobilization, and Muslim activism. 
The study of Pentecostal movement is also about America bearing witness to their particular mode of being Pentecostal. American church leaders shaped not only the work of European Missionaries but also the Christian story German National Socialists were in support of Christianity; they refused to endorse any particular doctrinal perspective or Christian denomination. The truth is the religious life in Germany, under the protection of the National Socialists was free and undisturbed, due to their commitment to a strict differentiation of the state and the church, the socialists emphasized that church should not be active in political matters. Their freedom was guaranteed as long as they confined themselves to religious matters. Any tension between the state and the socialists erupted whenever the church overstepped their boundaries and entered into the politics. The movement of German Christians was formed by a group of pastors together with lay people within the Protestant churches. Christianity during this time existed under very strict rules and any mistakes could result in chaos between the Christians and the state (Joppke, 1999).   
The Reformation put to an end the unity created by the medieval Christianity and according to many historians signaled the modern era. The United States history has the details of development that were supposed to become the religion of Lutheranism. It is essential to know how this movement got overwhelming support in the states of Germany, Scotland, Scandinavia, and in France. The acceptance originated from reformers who were sincere in the religion, as several changed the movement in order to get control over church properties and other valuables. The term Protestants was not used for reformers initially but it was later applied to describe all groups protesting Orthodox-Roman Catholic. Orthodox Christian Church a major groups of Christians, characterized by its continuation with apostolic church, the territorial churches, and its liturgy. It is one of the oldest religious institutions of the world have played a crucial role in the history and culture of Eastern Europe. 
The orthodoxy developed in Greek-speaking Eastern part of the Roman Empire, at first the religion was widely embraced and spread fast among the Greek people. However, the struggles to control the Eastern part of Europe lead to the conversion of some churches to Rome. The Christian faith as carried by Holy tradition unites the Orthodox Christians. Regardless of nationality, race, or local customs, all individuals of the Orthodox Church profess the same a faith. The modern Christianity has been evolving throughout the centuries and progress to adopt today; modern days are a time of change and especially in the world’s largest religion. Essentially, Christianity has been heavily impacted by the social and cultural trends of the today’s world nevertheless; the religion has evolved within the last few decades. From the history, many social and cultural changes have occurred; it is important to understand, which changes have occurred over time, how they have affected Christianity and how the religion has adapted to various changes within different environments. Christianity is one of the most widely practiced religions in the world it expanded throughout the world and became the global largest religion due to European colonialism with over 2.4 billion followers worldwide (Roland, 2013).
Catholic and Protestants in Western Europe are more of the same religiously than they are different. Now both Catholics and Protestants overwhelmingly accept each other as neighbors and as family members. Although differences remain between the two Christians traditions, the two have attempted to turn a blind eye and proceeded with their practices. Five centuries after the break up between the Catholic and the Protestants, west part of Europe still comprises of populations predominantly Catholic or Protestants. A large number of Europeans identify with particular streams of Protestants Christianity as opposed to Protestantism as a whole. The main cause of tension between the two religions was the differences between their beliefs and cultural norms (Roland, 2013).
In 1789, which was the year of the French Revolution outbreak, official religion was the Catholicism in the state of French. The Pope was recognized by the church to be the leader of the Catholic Church of the Roman. 28 million France’s population was almost entirely Catholic; being France effectively meant being a Catholic. Although the constitutional church had been allowed to proceed with its work, Catholicism was considered suspicious, its private nature of worship and the adherence to values that were not of Revolution making seemed incompatible with the values of the Republic. The priests were forced to abandon priesthood and marry, whoever continued preaching faced arrest and deportation. Later public worship became prohibited and over the next few months, the Christianity signs that were visible were removed. Bells in the churches were removed and melted to assist in the wars, crosses were abducted from the cemeteries, and the churches, relics, and artwork were seized and destroyed. Later on, churches were crossed and converted to warehouses, stables or even manufacturing works. They reinforced that Christianity was not tolerated in the republic. However, later in 1795, churches were reopened and the priest released from the prison and allowed to practice but with strict rule to respect the laws of the Republic. God-fearers were a numerous class of gentiles that observed certain Jewish rites and traditions without becoming full converts to Christianity.
 Many scholars argue that Jews that lived in the Roman world during the Roman Empire probably were not involved in active missionary efforts among pagans although some other disagrees. As Jews moved and settled in the Roman Provinces, Judaism became an appealing religion to a large number of unbelievers. God worshipers who underwent full conversion were Romans or Greek and originated from all social classes. They faced many challenges including hatred from other religions that did not recognize Christianity as a religion, there was total lack of recognition of the role of Jews in the early church (Miller, 1988).  
The goal of many religions is the salvation of the world and concerned by human suffering. In an attempt to spread the religion throughout the world, leaders and followers have encountered many social and cultural changes merely because different communities and nations have different beliefs and cultural practices. To transform many people with different cultural practices and beliefs the religion has been made to adapt to these cultural and social set of changes. It is important to understand the goals of the different religions, how they have been affected by the social and cultural differences and how the followers have continuously adapted to these changes. The main reason why the religion has adapted to these changes is to fit within the context of every community with different social and cultural practices. It has been necessary based on their main goal to spread the religion throughout the world. Additionally, to ensure that they win souls into their beliefs, they will have to adapt to different cultures to convince them that their religion is the best and worth their trust. Furthermore, to create a rapport religion have to start by learning the different culture and norms of their target population and by doing so, they had to change and adapt to the different social and cultural practices in different environments (Roland, 2013).
The well-known form of liberation theology is the one that developed within the Catholic in Latin America. The liberation theology faced oppositions in the United States through accusations of using “Marxist Concepts” and resulted in rejection. The theology is interpreted as trying to go back the original gospel practiced in the historical churches where Christians are culturally and politically decentralized. The theology advocates for fighting against poverty through addressing its origin and doing by doing so; the theology makes it clear how the political activism and Christian theology relates. This concept is often summarized as God is disclosed in the historical context of liberation. Today the word is mediated in the cries of the oppressed and the poor. The liberation theology interprets what Catholic Church does and what Jesus teaches (Minkenberg, 2007).
In conclusion, more than one-third of the Christians in the world live in America more than in any single region. Many of the missionaries came from the United States; the same place the evangelical movement is politically connected and financially powerful. Back in the 1960s, the US evangelicals were pushing the doctrines on Latin America. The cold war played a significant role in how the Catholic Church saw the evangelicals, in 1970, and 80s liberation theology gained prominence across the region. Since the wars that left many people dead, the relationship between politics and faith has changed significantly in Latin America. Some individual’s links the increase of evangelicals in the Latin America with attacks on liberation-minded Catholics (Roland, 2013).
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